CKC: isolation of nucleic acids from a diversity of plants using CTAB and silica columns.
To assay for viruses in plant samples, we required a method for nucleic acid isolation that is rapid, simple, and applicable to the widest possible variety of plants. A protocol for isolation of total nucleic acid (TNA) was developed by combining common CTAB methods with silica spin columns. We report data on TNA purity and RNA quality from over 30 plant genera representing 25 families. Measurements showed that RNA is of high quality, and one-step RT-PCR was successfully performed on all samples. The protocol can be completed in less than 2 h.